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Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Group (‘NPG’) remote meeting held on
Thursday 6th April 2023 at 7:30 pm via Zoom

Members present: Barry Ratcliffe (BR) – Meeting Chair,– Gaye Langham (GL), Project Leader, Sally Hordern (SH),), Sue Rose (SR), Nick Kenealy (NK), Kirk England (KE)
In attendance: Alice Turner (AT), Parish Clerk Steve Blakeman (SB), Chair Parish Council 1. Welcome 

1. BR welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
2. Apologies for absence 

None (Adam Hedley (AH) has resigned as he has moved from the parish. The group thanked him for all his hard work in the past. He has offered to assist if he can).

3. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 23rd March 2023 require amendments. GL would re-circulate.
4. Declarations of interest 

Members were asked to declare an interest if relevant to the discussions. SH declared a personal interest in Site B.

5. Public speaking time 

No members of the public present.
6. Matters arising 
6a) GL detailed the contact so far with landowners/agents of Site B and M. Ownership of Site M has changed since the site was put forward in the ‘Call for Sites’. A letter was hand delivered to the person believed to be the owner. On the 28th March the owner phoned saying he had some questions. This was at a time that was not convenient to GL and he ended the conversation by saying he would email his questions. He has made no further contact.
Site B – This site is believed to be owned by two people however it is not known whether this is joint ownership or if the area is divided between the two. An email has been sent to the agent for one of the parties asking for clarification on this point as the NP was a legal document and the NPG needed to be sure it was dealing with the rightful owners. As yet there has been no response

GL set out the briefing note she had prepared detailing the communications with landowners as below:-
History of Site B Communications
Adam had previously confirmed to GL that the only contact he had ever had with either Farrant or Collett was when they submitted the site for inclusion. He wrote to all landowners and informed them of the AECOM Report and asked if they had any comments and also after the community site survey in 2021. At no time have any of the landowners responded to Adam.

14th February 2023 – 1st email to Colletts (& Farrant) – asked for a response by 1st March
1st March – No response
5th March – I emailed Geoffrey Cawse as he was listed as their agent. Stated I had sent email to Colletts and had no response, was he still acting for them.
5th March – email from Cawse saying Bob had recently forwarded my email to him and he would be in touch.
9th March – emailed Cawse again and stated that if I did not hear from him/them by 23rd March the NPG would assume they no longer wished to have Site B considered for inclusion in NP. (14.57)
9th March – email from Cawse with ‘concept’ plan attached – (circulated to the group) (Timed 17.43)
13th March – I emailed and thanked him for his response and also stated that, ‘It is also my understanding that the whole of the site outlined in blue is owned by 2 people, Kath Farrant and Marcia Collett but what is not clear is whether they hold the land jointly or individually and how Fog Developments fit in. Perhaps you could confirm the situation and which owners you are acting for.  As the NPG is preparing a legal document we need to be certain that we are dealing with rightful owners. No response.
A discussion followed as to what further steps if any the NPG should take in contacting the landowners. It was agreed that GL would write to the other party who it was believed was an owner of Site B.
As a result of the decision above no further action could take place on the following agenda items;
6b, 6d, & 6e and these were adjourned to the next meeting.
6c – NPG members were reminded to check that their declarations of interest form was up todate.

7.New Items
7a) Adjourned to next meeting.
7b) Adjourned to next meeting.
8. Any other business:-
8a & b) Adjourned to next meeting.
BR indicated that he was not standing for re-election at the forthcoming WDBC elections and would therefore not be able to be a member of the group after 23rd April. He was thanked for his contributions to the groups work. BR indicated he was willing to continue assisting the group in any way he could.
Date of Next Meeting: 27th April 2023 at 7.30pm via Zoom
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